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Gather product information- 210 



Determine whether product is first introduction - 220 



Determine whether product is patented - 230 



Determine product source(s) - 240 



I Determine whether product has associated trade name - 250 



Cateeorize product - 260 



^ (57) Abstract: A method and system for categorizing a medical or a pharmaceutical product The method includes determining an 
Q originator indicator for the product (220), detemiining a patent status (240), detemiining a tradename indicator for the product (250), 
^ and categorizing the product (260) as a branded product or a generic product, using the determined originator indicator, patent status 
indicator, source indicator, and tradename indicator. 
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BRAND/GENERIC CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 



SPECIFICATION 



GROSS-REF ERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 



This ^plication claims priori^ to United States provisional 
application 60/390,559 filed on June 21, 2002, entitled "Brand/Generic Classification 
10 System,'* and United States provisional application 60/396,284 filed on My 3, 2002, 
entitled '^Brand/Generic Classification System," both of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention relates to techniques for implementing market 
research on medical and pharmaceutical products, and more specifically, to techniques 
which categorize such products as being a "brand" name product or a generic product. 

Medici^ and pharmaceutical products are often sold in both a branded 

20 and generic form. For example, the common drag aspirin is sold both under various 
household brand names including Anacin®, Bayer®, and Excedrin®, as well as 
generically by numerous manufacturers. Further, some generically supplied products, 
known as •'branded generics," are sold as a generic product xmder a store or other 
brand name, e.g., CVS® aspirin. It is often cracial for market researchers to be able 

25 to categorize medical and pharmaceutical products as belonging to one of these 
categories, and to group all members of such categories together. 

At present, there exists no uniform technique for creating a report 
which breaks pharmaceutical or other medical products into brand, generic or branded 
generic categories. Thus, intricate workarounds and unique market definitions have 

30 been required in order to implement the grouping of branded and generic products. In 
order to cpmbine various generic products having the same name into one group, one 
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would need to manually group such products and then redefine the newly formed 
group. This is a tedious and time consxraiing process. 

Accordingly, there exists a need in the field of medical and 
pharmaceutical product research for a standardized technique to categorize medical 
5 and pharmaceutical products as Branded, Generic or Branded Generic, without simply 
resorting to pricing information which can cormpt results depending on market 
factors. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

10 

An objective of the present invention is to provide a standardized 
technique to categorize medical and pharmaceutical products as Brands, Generics or 
Branded Generics. 

A further objective of the present invention is to provide a technique 

15 that enables a common, standardized language and definition for categorizing medical 
and pharmaceutical products, while providing the opportunity for customization and 
redefinition where a customer feels it is appropriate. 

In order to meet these objectives and otiiers that will become apparent 
with reference to the disclosure herein, techniques for determining whether a medical 

20 or pharmaceutical product is branded, generic, or a branded generic are provided. In 
one embodiment of the invention, a method is provided which includes the steps of 
(i) determining whether or not the product was the first introduction of a new 
chemical entity, (ii) determining whether the product has an associated patent, (iii) 
determining whether the product is available firom a single-source, multiple sources, 

25 or fix>m co-licensed sources, (iv) determining whether the product is marketed or sold 
under a trade name or a chemical name, and (v) utilizing the information determined 
in steps (i) — (iv) to categorize the product as a branded, generic, or a branded generic 
product Preferably, when determining whether or not the product was the first 
introduction of a new chemical entity, an Origin indicator classifies the product as an 

30 ori^nator, non-originator, or other. Preferably, when detenimiing whether the 
product has an associated pat^t, a Patent Status indicator classifies the product as on- 
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10 



20 



patent, off-patent, or other. Preferably, when determining whether the product is 
available from a single-source, multiple sources, or from co-licensed sources, a 
Source indicator classifies the product as single source, multiple source, co-licensed, 
and other. PrefCTably, when determining whether the product is marketed or sold 
under a trade name or a chemical name, a Tradename indicator classifies the product 
as tradenanie, non-tradename, and other. 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated and constitute 
part of this disclosure, illustrate a preferred embodiment of the invention and serve to 
explain the principles of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



Fig. 1 is a functional diagram of a system in accordance wifli a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention; and 

Fig. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating the basic steps implemented in the 
15 system of Fig. 1. 

Throughout the figures, ttie same reference numerals and characters, 
unless otherwise stated, are used to denote like features, elements, components or 
portions of the illustrated embodiments. 



DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



Referring to Fig, 1, one preferred arrangement of the present invention 
requires the execution of several logical steps, each of which are discussed below. All 
steps may be performed either manually or on a system including a computer 
executing standard off the shelf statistical software. It should be noted that the 
25 following desoiption is by way of example and not by limitation, with certain 

embodiments being described in order to best explain the principles of the present 
invention. 

The computer system of Fig. 1 mcludes a processing section 910, a 
display 920, a keyboard 930, and a communications peripheral device 940 such as a 



3 



wo 2004/001622 




PCT/US2003/018795 



modem. The system typically includes a digital pointer 990 such as a "mouse", and 
can also include other input devices such as a card reader 950 for reading an account 
card900« In addition, the system can include a printer 960. The compute: system 
typically includes a hard disk drive 980 and one or more additional disk drives 970 
S which can read and write to computer readable media such as magnetic media (e.g., 
diskettes or removable hard disks), or optical media (e.g., CD-ROMS or DVDs). The 
disk drives 970 and 980 are used for storing data and application software. 

In order to better characterize the **brand-ness" or "generic-ness" of a 
product, tiie present invention provides a systematic approach with four criteria to 

10 determine the product's status. Categorizing a pharmaceutical or medical product 
herein refers to determining whether or not the product is branded, generic, or 
otherwise. The four criteria to determine the product's status preferably take the form 
of Originator, Patent Status, Source, and Tradename indicators. The purpose of using 
the four indicators is to refine description around brand and generic so as to better 

1 5 reflect today's market environment, which may reflect the categories of "Brand," "Co- 
licensed / Co-Marketed," "Generic," "Trademark Branded Generic," and "Novel 
Delivery System." 

Products are thus characterized at two levels. At the primary level, the 
product is characterized as either branded, branded generic, or generic. At the 

20 secondary level, the product is further characterized based on combinations of 

Originator, Patent Status, and Source, and Tradename indicators, which are referred to 
as "OPST". The primary level characterization is determined based on an analysis of 
the secondary characterizations, as will be described below. 

The four indicators pref^ably iised to determine whether a product is 

25 branded or generic will now be described. First, the Originator indicator categorizes 
products based on whether or not the chemical or molecule in that product was the 
first introduction or not. In a preferred embodiment, the Originator indicator 
classifies a product in one of six categories, originator, non-originator, non-applicable 
over tiie counter ("OTC") , other non-applicable, unknown, or other. In this preferred 

30 embodiinent, when determining the Originator value for a product that has both 

Prescription and OTC form/strengths or packs, the Origmator indicator is determined 
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by the prescription form/ strength or pack. Generally, the Originator indicator will 
either be a originator or non-originator, and not OTC, in such cases. 

A product manufactured by the originator of a molecule, containing 
that molecule, will be assigned the Originator value of "originator". A manufacturer 
5 is designated as the originator of the molecule if the manufacturer holds the origmal 
patent to the molecule. A product will also be assigned an origmator designation 
when a manufacturer has co-launched the original molecule under a joint-licensing 
agreement 

Regarding combination drugs, it is possible that such drugs may be 
10 assigned an originator designation several times. Since the origmator designation is 
based on the individual molecule originator, it is immaterial if the manufacturer was 
the first to put the molecule in a combination product If a product has more than one 
ingredient (molecule) and the manufacturer of flxat product was the originator of any 
of ttie molecules, the originator designation should be applicable. A combination 
15 product may receive an origmator designation several times if the origmator of each 
molecule manufactures a combination product This applies regardless of which 
company was the first company to put the combination product together. If the 
originator of the molecule sells the patent to another manufacturer, the originator on 
the product retains tiie originator designation, even though the manufacturer of the 
20 new product did not originate the molecule. For a joint-licensing agreement, both 
products will receive the originator designation. This occurs when the product is still 
on patent 

A product is designated as "non-originator" if the molecule is off- 
patent and is a generic of the originator molecule. This rule applies to branded 

25 generics. Any product containing a molecule or a combination of molecules that were 
originated by another manufacturer is generally a non-originator. Generic products 
produced by a manufacturer who is a subsidiary of the Brand/Originator manufacturer 
are designated as non-originator. Likewise, any product that comes onto the market 
specifically designated as a "generic" product, and if the molecule is from the 

30 origmator manufacturer but &om a specific separate generic division, and is listed as a 
sq)arate product and under the separate manu&cturer, receives a non-originator 
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designation. Finally, a product is designated as non-originator if the manufacturer is 
not the originator of its associated molecules, even if it is the first to market with a 
unique molecule combination. 

A product is designated as "OTC" when it is available over the counter. 
5 It is possible for packages within the same product to have different indicators. For 
example, one strength of a product migiht require a prescription, while other strengths 
of the same product may be available over the counter. A similar situation can occur 
with generic products with the same name which are available botii over the counter 
and by prescription. Some of the like-named products may represent over the counter 

10 strengths while others may represent prescription strragths. Thus, the same product 
name would be reported under multiple Brand/Generic designations. The OTC 
designation is generally applied to products that are not prescription and have not 
switched firom prescrq>tion to OTC status. 

Preferably, a product is designated as "non-applicable other" if it is 

15 considered a non-product. This groiip contains general discussion and institutional 
products. Likewise, a product may be designated as "unknown" if it cannot be 
determined. Finally, a product is designated as "other" if it cannot be placed in the 
other categories. The OTC, non-applicable other, xraknown and other categories may 
be aggregated into a single group. 

20 The second indicator, for Patent Status, categorizes dmgs based upon 

flie patent protection status of their molecule. Such protection status may be 
determined based upon general patent knowledge, or alternatively, upon in-depth 
patent research. Ihapreferredembodiment, the Patent Status indicator may take the 
values of on-patent, off-patent, OTC and other. 

25 A product is designated as being "on patent" if the chemical equivalent 

of the product is available &om only one manufacturer. Historically, some products 
will show that if product is only available from a single source, it was determiBed as 
on patCT.t, even though all patents associated with the product may have e^ired and 
the product is very old. 

30 A product that is more than 20 years old is designated as being ofif- 

patent (included are patented line extensions of a product) since most product patents 
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do not last more than 20 years. Off-patent is also applied if the chemical equivalent of 
the product is available from more than one manufacturer, OTC products and 
products that do not fit in the other categories ("other") may be aggregated. 

The third indicator, for Source, is based on product availability from a 
5 manufacturer or manufacturers where the product must be chemically equivalent In 
a preferred embodiment, the Source indicator may take the values of single source, 
multiple source, co-licensed, OTC, and other. 

A product is designated as "singje source" if that product (rather than 
the chemical) is only available from one manufacturer. Products marketed as a 

10 separate trademarked product, and which is available in unique form/strengths, are 
designated as single source. However, if there is a unique form/strength that is not a 
separately marketed product, but it is just one of the many form/strengths of a multi- 
source product that happens to be unique, then the whole product (and all of its 
form/strengths) will take its source code ficm the product, not the exception which is 

15 the unique form/strengUi. 

An example is the product Dexedrine. Dexedrine is available in 
multiple forms, of which the Spansule form is unique. As such, D^edrine is 
designated as single source, although various products are available for the associated 
molecule (Dextroamphetamine). Dexedrine Spansule is not a unique product; it is one 

20 of the forms associated with the product Dexedrine. When approval is confirmed for 
other Dextroamphetamine's in Spansule form, Dexedrine's somce designation will 
change to multi-soiuxe. 

A product is designated as "multi-source" if the chemical equivalent, as 
well as the combination, of the product is available from more than one manufacturer. 

25 likewise, a product is designated as multi-source for manufrtcturer-not-stated and 
piivate-label products. A product is considCTed multi-source if several products 
having the same product name only differ by different form / strengths. Some 
manufacturers such as Baxter or Abbott manufacture hospital forms or strengths of 
other manufacturer's products (i.e., Hospital re-packaging) and their associated 

30 products are coded as multi-source. 
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A product is designated as "co-license" when two companies have an 
agreement to develop or manufacture or market their version of the same drug, under 
separate tradenames. In some instances, co-license arrangements can include dmgs 
with the same tradraiame. Co-license should not include co-promotion agreements. 
5 As with other indicators, OTC products and products that do not fit in the other 
categories ("other") may be aggregated. 

The fourth indictor. Tradename, categorizes dmgs based on the name 
by which they are marketed. Products marketed and sold by the chemical name are 
considered non-tradename; all others are considered tradename, hi a preferred 
10 embodiment, the Tradename indicator may take the values of tradename, non- 
tradename, OTC, and Other. 

A product is designated as "tradename" when a tradename, commercial 
or non-chemical name is used by one manufacture to identify their product It is 
usually not the chemical name. A product is designated as "non-tradename" when a 
IS generic or chemical name used for a product Also, the chemical name could have 
been a tradename at one time. As with other indicators, OTC products and products 
that do not fit in the other categories ("other") may be aggregated. 

Once the Originator, Patent Status, Source, and Tradename indicators 
have been determined, the product may be primarily categorized as either branded, 
20 branded generic, or generic. In a preferred embodiment, a product is designated as a 
Branded product based on the Originator, Patent Status, Source, and Tradename 
indicators as shown in Table L 
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Table I 



Primary 
Level 


Secondary Level 


Originator 


Patent Status 


Source 


Tradename 


Brand 


Originator 


Qn-patent 


Single-source 


Tradename 


Originator 


Qn-patent 


Multi-source 


Tradename 


Originator 


On-patent 


Co-Licensed 


Tradename 


Originator 


On-patent 


Single-source 


Non-Tradename 


Originator 


On-patent 


Multi-source 


Non-Tradename 


Originator 


On-pat^t 


Co-Licensed 


Non-Tradename 


Originator 


Off-patent 


Single-source 


Tradename 


Originator 


Off-patent 


Midti-source 


Tradename 


Originator 


Off-patent 


Co-Licensed 


Tradename 


Originator 


Off-patent 


Single-source 


Non-Tradename 


Originator 


Off-patent 


Multi-source 


Non-Tradraame 


Originator 


Off-patent 


Co-Licensed 


Non-Tradename 


Non-Originator 


On-patent 


Single-source 


Tradename 


Non-Originator 


On-patent 


Multi-source 


Tradename 


Non-Originator 


Qn-patent 


Co-Licensed 


Tradename 


Non-Originator 


On-patent 


Single-source 


Non-Tradename 


Non-Originator 


On-patent 


Multi-source 


Non-Tradename 


Non-Originator 


On-patent 


Co-Licensed 


Non-Tradename 



As shown in Table I, a Brand (or Branded) product is gen^:ally first 
time chemical entity marketed as part of created product, or a product is marketed 
5 under its distinctive tradename. However, a Brand product can be a product that was 
never launched with a tradename, as a chemical name coxild have been a tradename at 
one time. It should also be noted that no product gamers the "Brand" designation 
simply because of a subsidiary association with the product's originator. Further, a 
Brand product may exist where a current product manu&cturer purchased the product 
10 from its origuiator, and the Brand product had a tradeiiame. 

When a Brand product is repackaged, then that repackaged product is a 
Brand. One caveat is that Brand names used for more than one product can occur, and 
should be treated accordingly. Finally, an exception may occur where a product is 
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purchased from an originator and resold; the product purchased from an originator is 
considered Branded, while other products are considered Generic. 

hi a preferred embodiment, a product is designated as a Branded 
Generic product based on the Originator, Patent Status, Source, and Tradename 
5 indicators shown in Table IL Branded Generic products are forms of off-patent 
products or a molecule copy with a tradename of ofiT-patent products. Products that 
Ml into this category are typically imique combination of molecules and/or ofii^ 
unique dehvery systems. 



Table n 


Primary 
Level 


Secondary Level 


Branded 
Creneric 


Originator 


Patent Status 


Source 


Tradename 


Non-Origmator 


Off-patent 


Single-source 


Tradename 


Non-Originator 


Ofif-patent 


Multi-source 


Tradename 


Non-Originator 


Off-patent 


Co-Licensed 


Tradename 


Non-Originator 


Off-patent 


Single-source 


Non-Tradename 


Non-Originator 


Off-patent 


Co-Licensed 


Non-Tradename 



10 

As shown in Table II, a Branded Generic product is generally a product 
that was previously marketed under a Brand name and is currently marketed in 
another way (via unique packaging), and is produced by a manufacturer other than the 
Originator. An exception may occur where there is a possible switch from Branded 

15 Generic to Brand. 

In a preferred embodiment, a product is designated as a Generic 
product based on the Originator, Patent Status, Source, and Tradename indicators 
shown in Table HI. When a brand name drug's pat^t expires, other pharmaceutical 
companies can produce the same active chemical compound and sell the drug under 

20 its generic name. Generally, they are available from multiple sources, no longer under 
patent protection, usually equivalent to an existing brand name medication, and 
marketed under their chemical name. 
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Table HI 


Primary Level 


Secondary Level 


Generic 


Originator 


Patent Status 


Source 


Tradename 


Non-Originator 


Off-patent 


Multi-source 


Non-Tradename 



Numerous manufacturers may produce a Generic product. Any 
manufacturer can produce a Generic product, even the originator or subsidiary of the 
5 Branded originator manufacturer. As shown in Table IV, products produced by a 
subsidiary of the Branded originator manufacturer are designated as a Gmeric 
product, e.g., if they are not part of the Brand line and are marketed under the 
chemical name. 



Table IV 


Primary Level 


Secondary Level 


Originator 


Pat^t Status 


Source 


Tradename 


Brand 


Originator 


Off-patent 


Multi-source 


Tradename 


Generic 


Non-Originator 


Off-patent 


Multi-source 


Non-Tradename 



Finally, a product may be designated as falling into the Other- 
Brand/Generic category. As shown in Table V, such a category could include 
information that does not fall into an existing category, any product that has a value of 
"other" for any or all of the four OPST indicators, or for the purpose of developing 
15 hew categories. 



Table V 


Primary Level 


Secondary Level 


Originator 


Patent Status 


Source 


Tradename 


Other- 
Brand/Generic 


Other 


Other 


Other 


Other 


Other 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Other 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Other 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Any Value 


Other 
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Referring next to Fig. 2, the logical steps implemented in the preferred * 
methodology for determining whether a medical or pharmaceutical product is 
branded, generic, or a branded generic will be described with reference to the flow 
5 diagram 200. In step 210, basic iiiforniation concerning the product is gathered, hi 
step 220, a determination is made as to whether the product was the first introduction 
of a new chemical entity. In step 230, a determination is made as to whether the 
product has an associated patent. Next, in step 240, the product availability is 
determined, and in step 250, a determination as to whether the product is marketed or 

10 sold under a trade name or a chemical name. Finally, in step 260, the information 
determined in steps 220 - 250 is used to categorize the product as a branded, generic, 
or a branded generic product 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art lliat the method of Fig. 
2 can be implemented on various standard computer platforms operating under the 

1 5 control of suitable software, such as on the platform of Fig. 1 . Li some cases, 

dedicated computer hardware^ such as a peripheral card in a conventional personal 
computer, can enhance the operational ef&ciency of Hie above methods. 

Software defined by Fig. 2 can be written in a wide variety of 
programming languages, as will be appreciated by those skilled in the art. 

20 The foregoing merely illustrates the principles of the inventioiL 

Various modifications and alterations to the described embodiments will be ^parent 
to those skilled in the art in view of the teachings herein. For example, this 
methodology may be modified to analyze markets other than medical and 
pharmaceutical products. This methodology may also be modified to use indicators 

25 other tiian the four described herdn. It will thus be appreciated that those skilled in 

the art will be able to devise numerous systems and methods which, alfliough not ^ 
explicitly shown or described herein, embody the principles of the inv^tion and are 
thus within the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 

We claim: 

1 . A method for categorizing a medical or a pharmaceutical product 
5 comprising the steps of: 

(a) determining an originator indicator for the product; 

(b) detennining a patent status indicator for the product 

(c) determining a source indicator for the product; 

(d) determining a tradename indicator for the product; and 

1 0 (e) categorizing the product as a branded product or a generic product, 

using said originator indicator, said patent status mdicator, said source indicator, and 
said tradename indicator detemiined in steps (a) - (d). 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein step (e) comprises categorizing the 
product as a product selected fiom the group consisting of a branded product, a 

15 generic product, and an other product, using said originator indicator, said patent 
status indicator, said source indicator, and said tradename indicator determined in 
steps (a) -(d). 

3. Hie method of claim 1, wherein step (e) comprises categorizing a 
product as a product selected from the group consisting of a branded product, a 

20 generic product, a branded generic product, and an other product, using said originator 
indicator, said patent status indicator, said source indicator, and said tradename 
indicator determined in steps (a) - (d). 

4. The method of claim 1, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
25 selected &om the group consisting of originator, non-originator, and other; 

wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected firom the group consisting of on-patent, off-patent, and other; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, and othei^ 
30 and 

wherein flie tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
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selected jfrom the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 

5. The method of claim 2, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 

r 

selected from the group consisting of originator, non-originator, and other; 
5 wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the gcoxxp consisting of on-patent, ofT-patent, and other; 

wherein the source indicator classifies tiie product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, and other; 
and 

10 wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 

6. The method of claim 3, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of originator, non-originator, and other; 
1 5 wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of on-patent, off-patent, and othei; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
Scam the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-Ucensed, and other; 
and 

20 wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 

7. The method of claim 1, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of originator, non-originator, non-applicable over 
25 the counter, other non-applicable, unknown, and other; 

wherein the patent status indicator cliassifies the product as a product ' 
selected from the group consisting of on-patent, off-patent, over the counter, and 
other; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 

30 from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, ova: the 
. ... 
counter, and other; and 
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wherein flie tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, over the counter, 
and other. 

8. The method of claim 4, wherein the product is categorized as a branded 
product, if 

(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as originator 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as on-patent or ofif- 



(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
fiom the group consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename or non- 



tradename. 
9. 

product, if 



The method of claim 4, wherein the product is categorized as a branded 



(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies fiie product as on-patent; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename or non- 



tradename. 
10. 

product, if 



11. 

product, if 



The method of claim 4, wherein the product is categorized as a generic 

(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 

(ii) die patent status indicator classifies the product as off-patent; 

(iii) the soiirce indicator classifies the product as multi-source; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as non-tradename. 
The method of claim 5, wherein the product is categorized as an other 



the originator indicator classifies the product as non-applicable over 
the counter, other non-applicable, unknown, other, or a non-existing category. 

12. The method ofclaim 5, wherein the product is categorized as an other 
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product, if 

the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of over the counter, other, and a non-existing category. 

13. The method of claim S, wherdn the product is categorized as an other 
5 product, if 

the source indicator classifies the product as over the counter, oih&c, or 
a non-existmg category. 

14. The method of claim 5, wherein the product is categorized as an other 
product, if 

10 the tradename indicator classifies the product as over the counter, 

other, or a non-existing category. 

15. The method of claim 6, wherein the product is categorized as a branded 
generic product, if 

(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 
1 5 (ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as off-patent; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename. 

16. The method of claim 6, wherein the product is categorized as a branded 
20 generic product, 

if the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originatoi^ 
if the patent status indicator classifies the product as off-patent; 
if the source indicator classifies the product as single-soiirce or co- 

licens^ and 

25 if the tradename indicator classifies the product as non-tradename. 

17. A system for categorizing a medical or a pharmaceutical product 
comprising: 

(a) an input device for inputting product information; 

(b) a processor coupled to the input device, using said product 
30 information, for 

(i) deterniiiiing a patent origLoator indicator for the product; 
16 
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(ii) determimng a patent status indicator for the product; 
* (iii) deteniiining a source indicator for the product; 

(iv) determining a tradename indicator for the product; and 

(v) categorizing the product as a branded product or a generic 
5 product using said originator indicator, said patent status indicator, said source 

indicator, and said tradename indicator determined in steps (i) - (iv); and 

(c) a storage device coupled to the processor for storing the originator 
indicator, the patent status indicator, the soiuce indicator, and the tradename indicator 
for the product. 

10 1 8. The system of claim 17, wherein step (v) comprises categorizing the 

product as a product selected from the group consisting of a branded product, a 
generic product, and an other product, using said originator indicator, said patent 
status indicator, said source indicator, and said tradename indicator determined in 
steps (i) - (iv). 

15 19- The system of claim 17, wherein step (v) comprises categorizing a 

product as a product selected from the group consisting of a branded product, a 
generic product, a branded generic product, and an other product, using said originator 
indicator, said patent status indicator, said source indicator, and said tradename 
indicator determined in steps (i) - (iv), 

20 20. The system of claim 17, 

, wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of originator, non-originator, and oth^; 

wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of on-patent, off-patent, and oth^; 

25 wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 

from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-Ucensed, and other; 
and 

wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 
30 21. The system of claim 18, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
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selected from the group coiisisting of originator^ non*origmator, and other; 

wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product * 
selected from the group consisting of on-patent, oJBf-patent, and other; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
5 from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, and other; 
and 

wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected 6om the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 

22. The system of claim 19, 

10 wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of originator, non-originator, and other; 

wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of on-patent, o£f-patent, and other; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
15 fix)m the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, and other; 
and 

wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 

23. The system of claim 17, 

20 whorein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of originator, non-originator, non-applicable over 
the counter, other non-applicable, unknown, and other, 

wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected fix>m the group consisting of on-patent, ofif-patent, over the counter, md 

25 other; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
&om the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, over tiie 
coxmter, and other; and 

wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
30 selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradmame, over the counter, 
and other. 
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24. The sj^tem of claim 20, wherein the processor categorizes the product 
as a branded product, if 

(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as on-patent or ofiT- 

5 patCTit; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
fiiom the groiq> consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename or non- 

tradename. 

10 25. The system of claim 20, wherein the processor categorizes the product 

as a branded product, if 

(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as on-pateni; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
15 firom the group consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename or non- 

tradename. 

26. The system of claim 20, wherein the processor categorizes the product 
as a generic product, if 

20 (i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator, 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as o£f-pat^t; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as multi-source; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the jnroduct as non-tradename. 

27. Thesystemof claim 21, wherein the processor categorizes the product 
25 as an other product, if 

the originator indicator classifies the product as non-applicable over 
the counter, other non-applicable, unknown, other, or a non-existing category. 

28. The system of claim 21, wherein the processor categorizes the product 
as an other product, if 

30 the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product selected 

firom the group consisting of over the counter, other, and a non-existing category. 

19 
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29. The system of claim 2 1 , the processor categorizes the product as an 
other product, if 

the source indicator classifies the product as over the counter, other, or 
a non-existing categoiy. 
5 30. The system of claim 21, wherein the processor categorizes the product 

as an other product, if 

the tradename indicator classifies the product as over the counter, 
other, or a non-existing category. 

3 1 . The system of claim 22, wherein the processor categorizes the product 
10 as a branded generic product, if 

(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as off-patent; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
firom the group consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

1 5 (iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename. 

32. The system of claim 22, wherein the processor categorizes the product 
as a branded generic product, 

if the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 
if the patent status indicator classifies the product as oflF-patent; 
20 if the source indicator classifies the product as single-source or co- 

licensed; and 

if the tradename indicator classifies the product as non-tradename. 

33. A computer-readable medium for categorizing a medical or a 
pharmaceutical product^ the computer-readable medium having a set of instructions 

25 operable to direct a processor to perform ihc steps of: 

(a) determining an originator indicator for the product; 

(b) determiiiing a patent status indicator for the product; 

(c) deteimining a source indicator for the product; 

(d) determining a tradename indicator for the product; and 

30 (e) categorizing the product as a branded product or a generic product, 

using said originator indicator, said patent status indicator, said source indicator, and 
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said tradename indicator detemuned in steps (a) - (d), 
^ 34. The computer-readable according to claim 33, wherein step (e) 

^ comprises categorizing the product as a product selected &om the group consisting of 

a branded product, a generic product, and an other product, using said originator 
5 indicator, said patent status indicator, said source indicator, and said tradename 

indicator detenmined in steps (a) - (d). 

35. The computer-readable according to claim 33, wherein step (e) 
comprises categorizing a product as a product selected from the group consisting of a 
branded product, a generic product, a branded generic product, and an other product, 

10 using said originator indicator, said patent status indicator, said source indicator, and 
/ said tradename indicator determined in steps (a) - (d). 

36. The computer-readable according to claim 33, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of originator, non-originator, and other; 
1 5 wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of on-patent, off-patent, and othen 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, and other; 
and 

20 wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 

37. The computer-readable according to claim 34, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of origuiator, non-originator, and other; 
25 wherein tiie patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 

\ selected from the group consisting of on-patent, off-patent, and other; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, and other; 
and 

30 wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 

selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other. 



21 



i I 



wo 2004/001622 




►CTAJS2003/018795 



38. The computer-readable according to claim 35, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected firom the group consisting of originator, non-originator, and other; 

wherein the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product 
5 selected fix>m the group consisting of on-patent, ofif-patent, and otiier; 

wherein the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
firom the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, and other; 
and 

wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
10 selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, and other, 

39. The computer-readable according to claim 33, 

wherein the originator indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected fitom the group consisting of originator, non-originator, non-applicable over 
the counter, other non-applicable, unknown, and other; 
15 wherein the patent status indicator classifies flie product as a product 

selected fi-om the group consisting of on-patent, off-patent, over the counter, and 
other; 

wherein the soiirce indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of single source, multiple source, co-licensed, over the 
20 counter, and other; and 

wherein the tradename indicator classifies the product as a product 
selected from the group consisting of tradename, non-tradename, over the counter, 
and other. 



25 readable medium is operable to direct the processor to categorize a product as a 
branded product, if 



40. The computer-readable according to claim 36^ wherein the computer- 



(i) the origLaator indicator classifies the product as originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as on-patent or off- 



30 



patent; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
fix)m the group consisting of single-^souice, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 
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(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename or non- 

tradename. 

41 • The computer-readable according to claim 36, wherein the computer- 
readable medium is operable to direct the processor to categorize a product as a 
5 branded product, if 

(i) the originator indicator classifies flie product as non-originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as on-patent; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from flie group consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

0 (iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename or non- 

tradename. 

42. The computer-readable according to claim 36, wherein the computer- 
readable medium is operable to direct the processor to categorize a product as a 
generic product, if 

5 (i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as ofif-patent; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies tiie product as multi-source; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as non-tradename. 

43 . The computer-readable according to claim 37, wherein the computer- 

} readable medium is operable to direct the processor to categorize a product as an other 
product, if 

the originator indicator classifies the product as non-appUcable over 
the coimter, other non-applicable, unknown, other, or a non-existing category. 

44. The computer-readable according to claim 37, wherein the computer- 

) readable medium is opa:able to direct the processor to categorize a product as an other 
product, if 

the patent status indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
from the group consisting of over the coimter, other, and a non-existing category. 

45. The computer-readable according to claim 37, wherein the computer- 

) readable medium is op^able to direct the processor to categorize a product as an other 
product, if 
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fhe source indicator classifies the product as over the counts:, other, or 
a non-existing category. 

46. The computer-readable according to claim 37, wherein the computer- 
readable medium is operable to direct the processor to categorize a product as an other 

5 product, if 

the tradename indicator classifies the product as over the counter, 
other, or a non-existing category. 

47. The computer-readable according to claim 38, wherein the computer- 
readable medium is operable to direct the processor to categorize a product as a 

10 branded generic product, if 



48. The computer-readable according to claim 38, wherein the computer- 
readable medium is operable to direct the processor to categorize a product as a 
branded generic product. 



15 



(i) the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 

(ii) the patent status indicator classifies the product as off-patent; 

(iii) the source indicator classifies the product as a product selected 
firom the group consisting of single-source, multi-source, and co-licensed; and 

(iv) the tradename indicator classifies the product as tradename. 
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if the originator indicator classifies the product as non-originator; 
if the patent status indicator classifies the product as off-patent; 
if the source indicator classifies the product as single-source or co- 



Ucensed; and 



if the tradename indicator classifies the product as non-tradename. 
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